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Big Brothers Big Sisters of Waterloo Region, $25,000 
Grant 20160502 
 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Waterloo Region (BBBSWR) was supported to serve 24 Syrian children across 4 
schools and 10 additional immigrant children in their In-School Mentoring program. 

The In-School Mentoring Program helped meet the 
English language and literacy needs of Syrian and 
newcomer children, which improved English skills, 
self-esteem and self-confidence, and developed 
social skills and connection to the school and greater 
community for the children. The program provided 
the children with an increased sense of belonging 
and confidence and assisted them in their transition 
to their community. 

 

Kitchener-Waterloo Multicultural Centre, $14,463 
Grant 20170702 
 
Kitchener-Waterloo Multicultural Centre (KWMC) 
was supported to organize workshops on domestic 
violence for Syrians newcomers. The workshops 
provided information to keep women and children 
safe and to ensure that newcomers understand 
convictions for some offenses can result in lose of 
permanent status in Canada.  

Eight Neighbours, Families, and Friends workshops 
were presented in Arabic: 7 for women and 1 for 
men. The workshops, initially intended for women, 
were well attended (121 women and girls) and 
opened to 45 men who responded very positively. 
Based on the success a local Imam has planned to 
continue these conversations.  

 
 

“This was so fun to make a new friend who I 
could talk to and learn things from. My 
favourite day of the week was when John 
came in to spend time with me. We read 
books, played games and got to play sports in 
the gym together. Thanks to John I am not too 
shy to talk to other kids at school.” 

 

“The Kitchener Mosque’s Imam is supportive of 
the presented materials and will be promoting 
awareness through his interaction with men at 
the Mosque.” 

“A young man requested the workshop be 
done for high school students who are using 
violence with their girlfriends and not 
understanding what is expected and what is 
considered abuse.” 

 

DOCS#2699728  April 2018 



 

 
Reception House, $20,000 
Grant 20160804 
 
Reception House was supported to fund dental 
treatment required by clients on a priority basis.   

Government Assisted Refugees with urgent and 
complex needs that exceeded the financial capacity 
of the client and were not covered by any other 
source were prioritized. Dental treatments were 
made available for 26 people. The dental care 
they received improved their overall health and 
they were able to go to school, look for work, and 
in general were able to function more fully since 
they were no longer suffering from dental pain.   

 

St. Mark Catholic Church, $5,000 
Grant 20161102 
 
This private sponsorship group was supported to 
help a Syrian family access dental care. Funding 
helped the sponsorship group to pay for root 
canals, dentures and other treatments for serious 
dental concerns which were affecting the father’s 
daily functioning.  

 
Deanery of Waterloo Anglican Churches, $8,398 
Grant 20161104 
 
This private sponsorship group was supported to help two Syrian families access dental treatment not 
covered by the Interim Federal Health Fund. Members of both families required extensive fillings, 
extractions and dentures. The grant enabled the sponsorship group to act on their commitment to 
underwrite costs of dental care for their sponsored families and improve the health of the family members. 

 

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, $2,500 
Grant 20170701 
 
This private sponsorship group was supported to enable a Syrian family access dental care. The adults 
needed significant dental work which was not covered by insurances. Funding enabled the sponsorship 
group to pay for emergency care and saved some of the family’s teeth. As a result, they are now in better 
health.  

“As a result of torture overseas, client arrived in 
Canada without any teeth. The situation affected 
not only his physical appearance, but his 
speaking ability. In addition, he wasn’t able to 
chew anything solid […]. If not for this funding, he 
would never have been able to afford even a 
fraction of the costs related to his on-going dental 
treatment […]. Having dentures has been life-
changing. He looks great – even younger – and is 
very grateful […].” 

“With so many other financial needs, it was 
difficult to have him accept or appreciate the 
importance of taking care of his teeth. The funds 
provided were a great help in allowing him to 
agree to move forward and take care of his 
teeth, which will in turn allow him to provide for 
his family well into the future.” 
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