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In a survey to all municipal election candidates in Waterloo Region, the Immigration Partnership asked individuals to 
comment on whether or not they support permanent resident voting in municipal elections and to describe how they 

would support inclusion for diverse groups in Waterloo Region. The following are the responses received from 
candidates. If you have any questions about the survey please contact Daniella McIntosh, Community Engagement 

Coordinator (dmcintosh@regionofwaterloo.ca or 519-575-4757 ext. 1233). 

 
 

City and Regional Council Candidates 
 

Region of Waterloo ⦁ City of Cambridge ⦁ City of Kitchener ⦁ City of Waterloo ⦁ Township of North Dumfries 
Township of Wellesley ⦁ Township of Wilmot ⦁ Township of Woolwich 

 
 

School Board Trustee Candidates 
 

Waterloo Region District School Board 
Waterloo Catholic District School Board 
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City and Regional Council Candidates 

REGION OF WATERLOO 
(Regional Chair, Regional Councillor- Cambridge, Kitchener, Waterloo)   

Candidate 

Do you support 
permanent 

resident voting in 
municipal 
elections? 

Comment—why do you agree/disagree with permanent 
resident voting in municipal elections? 

Briefly describe how you will support inclusion for 
diverse groups in Waterloo Region 

REGIONAL CHAIR 

Jay Aissa 
Yes 

 

Permanent residents pay taxes and enjoy all the privileges and 
protections that citizens enjoy.  As such, they should be given the 

responsibility and privilege of voting as well. 
 

As a businessman and long-term resident of this Region, I 
support, and will continue to support, the many diverse groups 
that make the Region of Waterloo one of the best places in the 
world to live, work and raise a family.  If elected, I will continue 
my support of the many multi-cultural and diverse groups that 

make our community unique. 

Oscar Cole- Arnal Yes 

I support it because I was a permanent resident from 1975 to 
1986.  During that time I was able to do & required to do all that 
citizens could/had to do.  Also I participated actively in political 

life & justice activities save for voting.  I close with two 
comments: 1). the more democratic possibilities for people in 

our communities the better.  2). Democracy is much more than 
voting, but it sure includes voting. 

 

By my presence in their lives within the community & supporting 
that right at every level of government where I am able--- indeed 
whether elected to regional chair or not.  Also I view diversity in 

our community as a gift to be enhanced rather than a problem to 
hide under a carpet. 

 

Moira-Sharon Magee Yes 

In a Democracy it is important to hear the voice of all. Otherwise, 
it is divisive and not representative of all.  Humans who 

courageously leave their homeland and choose to reside in our 
Country, contributing their resources and supporting our tax 
base should be able to participate and choose their preferred 

I will educate myself as to what is currently being done to engage 
this valuable part of our community, and assist wherever possible 
to ensure the 'powers to be' hear my voice of affirmation for their 

right to vote in our democratic society. 
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representative. Most definitely at the municipal level of politics 
where they reside and add to the wealth of the community, in 

tangible ways and non.  All have value. Empowering permanent 
residents will lead to engaged Canadians.  We need all the 

engagement we can garner. 
 

Paul Myles 
 

No 

Voting is a right of citizens. Permanent residents have the right 
to apply for Canadian citizenship. Although I do understand and 
sympathize with permanent residents who are paying taxes and 

feel that they have no representation within government. 
 

By listening to concerns from anyone who resides in the region 
regardless of their citizenship status. Allowing more public input 
through open houses and information sessions, it's our region; 

let's build a better future together. 
 

Ken Seiling Yes  

If people have been granted permanent status and are 
contributing to our communities, then it would be appropriate 

that they be allowed to participate fully in local government. It is 
a question of fairness and helping these people integrate more 

quickly into our society and feel that they are a welcome 
addition to the community. 

 

The Region has active programs which focus on diversity. There is 
much work being done internally and we work with our 

community partners on diversity issues. Personally, I attend as 
many events as I can put on by the various ethnic and cultural 

groups so I can better feel the sense of a cosmopolitan 
community which is growing rapidly and bring more and more 

diverse people to the Region who need to find a way to be part of 
it as well. 

 

John (Johann) Wolf Yes 
Anyone living in the region or municipality is paying taxes so they 

should be allowed to vote. 
 

By being involved in various community groups. Like supporting 
the YMCA and Churches and the public school system. 

 

CAMBRIDGE 

Kurt Ditner Yes 
Live and pay taxes then they should be able to vote to how their 

taxes are spent 
I believe in an “OPEN DOOR” policy and believe in returning all 

emails and phones calls once elected 

John Florence Yes 

If you own a home, or business, or property in a municipality 
then you pay municipal taxes, and I believe should naturally have 

a say in How Your Hard Earned Taxes are allocated. 
 

Attend and participate in various cultural and Heritage group 
offerings i.e.:  this summer attended and participated in the 

International Festival, in Victoria Park, Kitchener. 
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Helen Jowett Yes They should still pursue Canadian Citizenship. 
 

As a Human Resources Professional for many years I have had a 
career in being inclusive with people.  I believe that 

discrimination limits a community.  Much cultural richness is 
afforded communities that embrace diverse people and cultures 

Karl Kiefer Undecided 

This is a difficult decision that requires input from a variety of 
stakeholders, including those who are tasked with interpreting 

Canadian law and constitutionalism pursuant to the Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms.  In the broadest sense, it is imperative to provide a 
quality of the life that is consistent with constitutional provisions. 

However, what makes achieving official Canadian Citizenship so special 
is the ability to participate in the decision-making that impacts every 

other Canadian Citizen.  Therefore, any final decisions must be 
tempered or balanced with proper care. 

 

Diversity and tolerance of different cultures, demographics, 
nationalities, genders and sexual orientations makes Canada and 

Waterloo Region great!  I have been a proud supporter of the 
successful International Festivals in Cambridge and I enjoy travelling 
Cambridge and Waterloo Region to visit with people at the different 

national clubs, religious and community centres. I will always have an 
open door policy for people of Waterloo Region, no matter what 

background, belief or preference. 

 

Ron Koenderink Yes 

As a permanent resident you are living ,working and paying taxes 
in this community and thus you should have a say in its 

development 
 

I would like more specifics on your question but in general I want 
to work towards a community that will not allow anyone to fall 

through the cracks. I want all our government agencies and 
business/community/volunteer organizations to co-ordinate and 

make sure that anyone in distress for any reason and anyone 
discriminated against is able to find a haven here. 

 

KITCHENER 

Greg Burns Yes 

People who have applied for permanent resident status are 
committed to our country and their community. These people 
deserve a voice in forming governance for their municipality. 

They contribute much to their communities; financially and often 
times in service as well. People who are permanent residents 

deserve their voices heard. 
 

I will regularly consult with diverse cultural groups on both issues 
that I believe to be directly relevant and those that I do not. I will 

talk to groups and organizations and individuals involved with 
these communities before making decisions that may affect 

them. I will consider their point of view and different 
perspective/challenges when making decisions. I will attend any 
related events that I would be welcome at (i.e. public awareness 

events) and would be honoured to attend. With respect to 
persons of Aboriginal heritage, I will consult with groups 

regarding land development, especially close to the Grand River, 
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and on environmental issues, as Aboriginal groups are the 
forerunners in this area, and may bring a new perspective that 

will help gain differing opinions. I will continue to promote 
multicultural fest and other diversity-related events, 

remembering to celebrate our cultural differences. With respect 
to the persons that are LGBTQ*, I will continue to train in my 

terms and terminology. I will also continue to educate others in 
my personal life regarding respectful and appropriate language 
and behaviour towards this group and ensure programs funded 

by the region are LGBTQ* safe spaces (and enforce, if necessary). 
I will continue to support and attend TriPride and I will be the 

driver for gender neutral washrooms at public events and push 
for gender neutral washrooms in regional buildings. With respect 

to persons living with physical or mental disabilities, I will 
continue to improve language surrounding these issues and 

ensure that every resident has access and a right to all regional 
services. With respect to women, in a degree where women are 

still rather rare, I am learning how to step out of the way and 
listen to the differing perspective that women bring to the table. 

With differing roles and social interests, women bring ideas to the 
foreground that I wouldn't always think of listening to these 

would ensure I am better capable of listening to and acting on the 
needs of my whole constituency. Finally with respect to youth, I 

will bring a youthful voice myself, and will also discuss issues with 
my peer group. I will focus on listening to college and university 
student leaders to understand what their members may need 
from the region. I will work to support inclusion for all groups 
including immigrants, permanent residents and international 

students. 
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Elizabeth Clarke Yes Permanent residents are members of our community.  Thus their 
contributions are as valuable and their needs as important as 

those of Canadian citizens.  Permanent residents should have the 
right to vote in municipal elections because their input will 

create better political outcomes for our community as a whole. 
 

The reasons that people feel disengaged from government are 
varied and complex.  Obvious fixes like making materials and 
meetings accessible for people with physical disabilities, or 

translating documents for people with language barriers, are 
important, but don't go far enough.  Regional Council should be 
prepared to do its business differently to overcome social and 
cultural issues leading to distrust and exclusion.  Council must 

reach out to unengaged communities to better understand how 
to help them to feel welcome and able to participate.  It should 

begin by forming an engagement committee, comprised of 
members from the diversity communities that make up our 

region, and should work closely with the committee to develop 
an engagement strategy with measurable targets and deadlines. 
True consultation requires conversations, and true conversations 
involve sharing ideas - not just information.  They require active 

listening and giving and receiving of feedback, and they take time.  
Few people, especially people who are marginalized and 

experience discrimination, are comfortable making formal 
presentations to council in front of cameras and an audience.  

Informal conversation tables may be far less threatening and far 
more conducive to openness and collaboration. It is a challenge, 

even for people who are politically aware and technologically 
savvy and who possess strong English language skills, to access 

and make sense of the reams of technical information posted on 
the Region's website about Council meeting schedules and 

decisions.  Regional Council must reach out and actively invite 
people to attend upcoming meetings, using means such as social 
media, and providing plain language summaries of the matters 
which will be addressed and the decisions which will be made. 

For many people, the main impediments to their political 
engagement are their lack of trust of politicians and government, 
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and their sense that they have nothing to offer or that the 
contributions that they can make will not be valued. Regional 
Council should build relationships with all its communities by 

ensuring that the information it provides is balanced and 
objective, that its work is open and accountable, and that its 

consultations are conducted with a clear goal of shared problem-
solving and decision-making. 

Cameron Dearlove Yes 

I have long believed that permanent residents should be 
afforded the right to vote in municipal elections. So many times I 
have gone door to door and had people tell me right away:  Oh, I 

can't vote, so don't worry about it.  I let them know that I still 
want to hear from them, hear their perspective, and find out 

what their vision is for the community. This is an important and 
valuable voice that we are losing out on in our electoral process. 
Further, our federal government has made many changes to our 
immigration and refugee system, which includes making the time 

it, takes to become a citizen longer. This means this important 
voice is missing from the conversation for even longer. As a 

community, we need to work to build belonging for all residents. 
This includes ensuring that everyone has a full opportunity to 

involve themselves in civic decision-making. I hope to see 
permanent residents voting in the next local election in Waterloo 

Region. 
 

As someone who has been invested in building a more equitable 
and inclusive community for many years, this issue is close to my 

heart. One thing I bring to this campaign, and will bring to my 
work on Regional Council, are the many relationships I have built 

throughout the diversity of our community. I have a history of 
being an ally and advocate, and working to build a more inclusive 

community, particularly for those who have been traditionally 
marginalized. For example, I have spent time on a board of a local 
indigenous organization (and have had my campaign endorsed by 

a local elder and indigenous community leader); I have worked 
with and supported many ethnocultural groups in our 

community, have supported immigrants and refugees through 
this work, and have been a vocal advocate on immigration and 

refugee issues; I have been an ally to the LGBTQ community and 
have written articles towards building inclusion; I have led a 

petition and advocacy campaign for individuals with 
developmental disabilities; I have a history of working with the 

community to improve programming to better support 
community inclusion for women; and I spend my days working 

with community partners to improve strength-building 
programming and opportunities for children and youth, including 
working with a community partner to create a youth skills training 

social enterprise. I have many ideas to expand community 
engagement with our regional government, and have a particular 
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emphasis on equity and inclusion. As inclusion has been a key 
theme of my work for many years, I will be constantly exploring 

ways to build inclusion and engagement with the diversity of our 
community. What's more important, though, than my ideas on 
inclusion, is ensuring that we are listening to the community's 

ideas. I don't believe in prescribing what should be done; instead, 
we should be working with the community to ensure they have a 
say in what's done.  One plank of my platform that will be key in 
this area is encouraging a citizen-led review of our local electoral 
system with the potential for electoral reform. I want to see our 

councils reflective of the diversity of our community. Currently all 
of these above-mentioned groups are underrepresented. We 

should be looking at our electoral system to find ways to ensure 
elections bring more representative results, including considering 

expanding the vote to include permanent residents. 
 

Tom Galloway Yes 

Fundamentally I believe in the adage of no taxation without 
representation.  Anyone who pays property taxes directly or 
through their rent should have the right to choose who they 

want to spend their tax dollars. Everyone regardless of status has 
the same needs for policing, recreation, roads, recycling, etc. 

 

Some groups are not as likely to step forward and participate. As 
we have done with the Crime Prevention Council and others, we 

need to proactively seek participation and not simply rely on 
people stepping forward. We need participation from all diverse 

groups to properly represent our community. Connecting 
proactively with various cultural and social groups to seek input 

and participation is key. Thanks 
 

Karen Redman Yes 

I would defend the right of Canadian citizens living abroad to cast 
a ballot for Canadian elections, so it seems consistent logic to 
allow permanent residents who choose to live as citizens of 

Canadian communities be allowed to cast a ballot in municipal 
elections as these decisions impact their daily lives as much as all 

other residents. 

Inclusion of all citizens depends on their sense of belonging.  
Providing communication in different languages, consulting 

broadly on issues that may be of significance to a specific group 
(not necessarily based on linguistics or culture). This change in 

voter eligibility depends on changes at the federal level of 
government.  Communities need to start a discussion on the 

national stage. 
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WATERLOO 

Ed Korschewitz Undecided 

I'm undecided for two reasons.  I'm in favour of permanent 
resident voting when the residence has been established and a 

longer term residence.  I'm not in favour to give a vote to people 
that are simply using the system to establish residence of 

convenience. Ideally those that have a vested interest in the 
community should be allowed to vote. 

Basic rights and freedoms come from the Charter.  To take 
affirmative action one way or another creates division and that is 
harmful in the long run to both parties.  We need to be tolerant 

of everyone and not support those that have agendas that 
exclude one group for the benefit of another to hopeful right a 

wrong from the past.  Two wrongs do not make it right. 

Jane Mitchell Yes 

I know people who have lived in Waterloo for 20 to 30 years who 
are politically active but don't vote because they are a citizen of 
another country. They want to keep their original citizenship for 
various reasons; taxes, family, sentiment, work status. They own 
property, use Canadian services and should be allowed to have 

their voices heard. 

I run the Women's Municipal Campaign School and we encourage 
women of diverse backgrounds to participate and run for office. I 

have had discussions with Bardish Chagger of the Multicultural 
Centre on ways immigrants and diverse people can learn about 

Canadian politics and participate.  
 

Karen Scian Yes 

In order to be truly representative and effective, government 
institutions must reflect the communities they serve. Permanent 
residents are a significant part of our globally-oriented Waterloo 

Region - I believe they deserve the right to vote. 
 

Over the past eight years, I have worked hard as a Waterloo City 
Councillor to develop programs and policy to support inclusion 

for diverse groups in Waterloo Region. From my involvement with 
the Waterloo Public Library, to the creation of Waterloo's Safe & 

Healthy Community Advisory Committee, to supporting initiatives 
such as the Age Friendly Designation for Waterloo, to hosting the 
Westside Multicultural Festival, to working extensively with our 

local cultural groups to learn about and address their challenges - 
and opportunities - in our shared community. These efforts come 
from a heightened awareness that our community is enriched by 
its growing diversity, while much works lies ahead in facilitating 
belonging. I am committed to continuing this important work. 

 

Sean Strickland Undecided 
Need to learn more about this issue 

 

The Region has diversity and inclusion policies that I fully support 
and have voted in favour of in the past including human 

resources policies that support inclusion, diversity, accessibility. I 
also believe our community is strengthened through our diversity 

and is a core value for our region. 
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CITY OF CAMBRDIGE 
(Mayor, Ward 1, Ward 2, Ward 3, Ward 4, Ward 5, Ward 6, Ward 7, Ward 8)  
 

Candidate  

Do you support 
permanent resident 
voting in municipal 

elections? 

Comment—why do you agree/disagree with 
permanent resident voting in municipal elections? 

Briefly describe how you will support inclusion for diverse 
groups in Waterloo Region 

MAYOR 

Sardool Bhogal Yes 

Local government affects all residents. Federal 
government can take care of citizenship issues. 

Permanent residency is exactly that. Right to be treated 
as any other person next door. 

 

We can form partnerships between various existing social 
service organizations and design programs to include all 

residents of diversity without incurring much additional costs. 
 

Doug Craig Undecided 

I believe there needs to be much more of a public 
discussion on the issue. It's not simply a yes or no on a 

survey. However, let me say I'm sympathetic to 
engaging in the discussion and further educating myself 
on the merits of permanent residents having the right to 

vote in municipal elections. 
 

As mayor, I have over the past 14 years been involved in 
numerous ways to welcome, include and support diverse 

groups in the Cambridge community. These include consistent 
contact and involvement with such groups as the Portuguese, 

Armenian and Muslim communities. The city also is a 
supporter of the Y and its polices to aide new immigrants to 

our city. 
 

Sandra Hill Yes 

I have worked with many Permanent Residents who are 
seeking to purchase a home in Canada and I feel that if 

they qualify for a mortgage or if they are seeking to 
purchase a home in the future and are working or 

studying in Canada they should be able to vote. 
 

I supported all groups or organizations in the Region. Furnish 
the Future was very involved helping organizations in the 

Region to support families in need, students with community 
service hours, and citizens to whom were under a court order 

to do community service hours. This program was not 
recognized by City of Cambridge. Thousands of new 

immigrants and permanent status residence needed this 
program to feel a part of our society. The public stepped up 
and donated items to families in need instead of sending the 

items to our Regional Landfill www.furnishthefuture.ca 
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Harpinder Singh Yes 

When my parents arrived to Cambridge their ambition 
was met by a welcoming city that stood up and included 
them. If we are truly inclusive we must give all of those 
who are striving for a better future the ability to have a 

say in what that future looks like for them and their 
family. 

 

As a visible minority myself I have gained a valuable lived 
experience that has given me a keen insight into the 

importance of diversity and inclusion. I began school unable to 
speak English, my parents barely stood the language and could 

not help me at home nor could they afford tutoring. I will 
unfold my journey in the coming weeks; all I say today is this: I 
will champion inclusion and the value of diversity as Mayor of 

Cambridge because I believe in fundamental human dignity 
and the rights of everyone. 

 

WARD 1 

Donna Reid 
 

Yes 

I feel that permanent resident status shows that a 
person has some allegiance to this country. I would 

encourage all to seek Canadian citizenship but in the 
meantime show that as a city we welcome them. Their 

payment of taxes should give them a say in how the city 
is run and the priorities the council holds. 

 

I hope to bring more inclusion of diverse groups to our 
advisory committee and our various programs such as 

Christmas in Cambridge. 
 

WARD 2 

Barbara Bierman Yes 
Anyone who owns property and pays taxes municipally 

should have the right to vote in municipal elections. 
 

Council and council committees should be reflective of the 
people who live within the region. Providing opportunities for 
regular consultation and participation in committee work and 

around projects will allow good ideas to be heard and 
implemented. The best ideas arise from an increasingly diverse 

pool of contributors. 
 

WARD 3 

Margaret Barr 
 

Yes 

I stand completely in favour of allowing permanent 
residents to vote in municipal elections. These valued 
members of our communities pay municipal property 

taxes and help support municipal infrastructure; safety 

I support inclusion for all lawful people and groups. I will 
continue to do so by speaking out publicly and at people's 
doors. As Canadians we must be inclusive, not exclusive. 
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services, clean water, roads, parks, affordable housing 
and the myriad of services provided by municipal 

government. Permanent residents deserve a say and a 
vote. There are no political parties or ideologies involved 
in municipal politics (or shouldn't be). Municipal politics 
are about our communities, our everyday lives and hold 
no power over issues that may in any manner promote a 

change in Canada's culture or infringe on any rights. 
Give permanent residents the right to vote and our 

municipalities will be the better for it. 

Joseph Gowing Yes 

I believe if you are being governed, taxed and having to 
follow laws made by the government you should have a 

right to decide who they are. 
 

I believe that having an open door policy is the best way to 
lead in any situation. I will attend as many invitations to any 

group functions that I can. I believe that if elected we need to 
represent and meet the people who gave us the opportunity to 

govern. 
 

WARD 4 

Paul Brown Undecided 

Whether or not permanent residents may vote is a provincial 
jurisdiction, not a municipal one, therefore, my position on 
the matter is rather moot. Personally, I would rather spend 

the time discussing the issues that affect us and we can 
control at the local level. 

The topic of ethnic inclusion is a difficult one, and to be quite honest, 
one that I do not have a lot of experience with. Though my 

grandparents immigrated here from Italy, I really haven't given it a 
lot of thought. I am somewhat embarrassed to admit that, but it is 
the truth. I enjoy and am proud of the fact that our country is so 

multicultural, I have attended many events and festivals from 
various cultures and enjoyed myself immensely. However, I have not 

really considered how these people feel about the way they are 
being welcomed or included into our society. Upon further thought, 
it occurs to me that that is probably why so many immigrants stick 

within a small social network or familiar organization. I suppose, like 
most issues that face us today, dialogue is needed. We need to 

develop strategies that will encourage open and honest 
conversations with immigrants and politicians of all levels. We, as a 

society, need to understand the unique needs and traditions of 
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various cultural backgrounds. I feel we need to develop a model that 
embraces and promotes cultural diversity as opposed to the US 

model of "the great melting pot". I am sorry that I could not provide 
you with a clear vision, but the truth is I don't really have one. I'm 
not sure anyone really does. Open mindedness and open lines of 

communication is all I can say that I am able to provide personally. 
The rest will have to be developed over time, as a community of 

equals. 

 

Kristine Dearlove Yes 

The right to vote is fundamental in a democratic society.  
Part of the well established democratic principles state 
that there should be taxation without representation.  
We are not following this at the moment.  Permanent 
Residents have chosen to come to Canada, they have 

applied for this, and they have been approved for this.  
Permanent Residents are able to access social services, 

including health care, are able to live (own property, 
rent property), work (including own businesses), and 
they have protection under the Canadian Charter of 

Rights and Freedoms.  Permanent Residents must pay 
taxes, and obey all laws.  I believe if you use local 

services, and pay local taxes, you should have a voice at 
the local level of government.  Permanent Residents 

should be given the opportunity to participate in 
decisions that affect each of us at our doorstep, as we 

drive down the road, as we walk through the 
neighbourhood.  Providing Permanent Residents with 
the right to vote - is the right thing to do.  It brings us 
inline with more than 40 other countries across the 

world.  Most importantly, it enhances the legitimacy of 
local government. 

 

Council needs to create meaningful partnerships with agencies 
and organizations that celebrate and work with all groups.  In 
2008 the Diversity Advisory Committee prepared a report for 
the City of Cambridge which set out a three year plan for the 
delivery of a community based cultural diversity program - 

which focused on the cross cultural and immigrant services.  It 
is time to create a permanent Advisory Committee with a 

wider mandate to ensure the City of Cambridge is a welcoming 
community that allows for meaning engagement for everyone.  

It is essential to ensure that all city staff and representatives 
have the resources and training they need to meaningful 

interactions with everyone within our community.  Council 
needs to keep all of the people within the city of Cambridge at 
the forefront of their decisions, and recognize the impact they 

have on everyone. In addition outreach is the key to 
participation.  I believe people would participate more, if they 

have more information - dialogue, a conversation - ask 
questions and listen.  Citizen engagement is essential for a 

healthy, vibrant society.  Information needs to be accessible; it 
needs to be engaging, and made meaningful to the individual.  
By bringing the big conversations to the neighbourhood level - 
through neighbourhood associations, and other public spaces - 

it would be possible to engage the conversation, to listen to 
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people where they are at, and figure out how we (as council) 
can help. 

 

Daniel Durocher 
 

Yes 

Any individual required to pay taxes, and is also eligible 
for the benefits/services those tax dollars contribute 
towards, then it is that person's right to participate in 

the democratic process. 
 

I have always been proud of our vast diversity as a nation. I 
believe it is the reason Canada is the greatest place on Earth to 

live. My involvement with our multicultural organizations in 
Cambridge is well-known. As city councillor, I not only intend 

to continue these relationships, but also develop stronger 
relationships with any and every group in the city of 

Cambridge. 

Shawn Newton Undecided 

I have answered undecided only because I do not have 
enough information on this subject to make an informed 

choice.  I would be interested in learning more about 
this issue in order to decide but I do believe that this is 

an issue that need to be talked about. 
 

I believe that if an issue is being discussed by council that will 
affect anyone then they have a right to be part of that 

discussion.  I feel that we currently leave it up to the people 
affected to know what is happening, I believe that if council 
actively sought input from the people affected then a lot if 

follow up issues could be avoided.  This is what I would 
recommend to council. 

 

Suzanne Tebbutt Undecided 

To date, voting is a right of all citizens of Canada. It is my 
understanding that newcomers to Canada, who wish to 
become a citizen, undergo an orientation before their 

citizenship ceremony. Perhaps if the permanent resident 
undertakes a similar orientation, extending voting rights 

to them could be very beneficial. 
 

As a Ward Councillor I will represent the entire ward ethically 
and equitably in terms of ethnicity, religion, gender, age, social 

class and sexual orientation. 
 

WARD 5 

Brett Hagey 
 

Yes 

Yes. 14 years into the new Millennium and here in 
Cambridge there are still more then 56,000 eligible 
voters who refused to participate in the previous 

municipal election;  men and women who have failed to 
recognize, to realize, that thousands of others have 

Canada is the most unique of nations in the world, in that it 
was built from the brightest and best that the world has to 

offer. We are a nation of peoples born from all other nations, 
and our heritage and our future are entwined, in at least to 

recognize and support our differences and similarities within 
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fought and died to keep tyranny, oppression, and 
injustice from our great shores.  For those who 

participate in our great democracy are learned and 
humbled by these noble sacrifices; a patriotism that 

outshines all ranks, and titles, and alliances. 
 

the national scope, and global scope, of our humanity as a 
whole. I will support the balanced acknowledgement of a 
society that is encompassed of cultures, languages, and 

traditions that span the world, within the realm of 
commonality and mutual benefit alike. 

 

WARD 6 

Gary Price YEs 
If you are entitled other benefits and are paying taxes, 

you should be allowed to vote 
 

Will speak to both the MP and MPP for our riding 
 

Colin Slingsby Yes 

Yes, I most definitely support permanent residence 
voting in municipal elections.  Regardless of their 
nationality they have made a commitment to our 

community by living here and it is self evident they are 
honest, hardworking, and good families and individuals 
and deserves our thanks and our respect and the right 

to share in representative democracy at the grass roots 
level which is municipal politics. All permanent 

residents, regardless of whether they are waiting to 
become Canadian citizens, all deserve the basic right to 

pick freely their representation at a municipal level. 
 

It is important to ramp up government funding to assist these 
groups whether it is through government agencies or non-

profit or religious organizations. I feel that the current level of 
aid in this regard is both undeniably lacking but also most 

unfortunately disgraceful. It is my sincere hope that if elected 
that your organization and I may partner together to move 

forward in this matter. Once again thank you for including me 
in your survey. It is an issue that needs more champions. 
Regards, Colin Slingsby- Candidate for Ward 6 Cambridge 

 

WARD 7 

Harmail Basi Yes 

Permanent Resident Card holders pay municipal taxes 
AND my position is that IF we have engaged citizens on 
day one it sets us up for success. 

 

These are important members of our communities AND I for 
one will support the inclusiveness that I believe is important to 
our Region and many residents of the Region. 

 

Mohammad Darr Yes 

Because permanent residents have the right to get most 
social benefits that Canadian Citizens receive, including 

health care coverage; live work or study anywhere in 
Canada; apply for Canadian Citizenship; protection 

I am willing to work with you or any other group working on 
this matter.  Also if elected I can bring it up in a council 

meeting for discussion and resolution. 
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under Canadian law and the Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms. Permanent Residents must pay taxes and 
respect all Canadian laws at the federal, provincial and 

municipal levels. 

Mark Hovey Yes  

Tax-paying Permanent Residents should have the same 
access to services that tax-paying Canadian Citizens 

receive.  The taxes that are paid go to the same Health 
Care, Infrastructure and other Services.  They should be 

able to vote on any and all issues that are important. 
 

I will show support for all events that I am invited - limited only 
by my hours at work or family conflicts.  I am not sure that 

there is much that a councillor can do on this matter.  
Education to the general public (Canadian Citizens) plus 

meeting with our MPP and working through provincial systems 
to invoke change.  I would make sure that our MPP knows that 
this is an important and sensitive issue that deserves attention 
and that our permanent resident constituents want a voice - 

vote. 
 

Davinder Thukral Yes 

Because they are paying taxes, getting all the benefits. 
They are getting everything that Canadian citizens are 

getting so why not. 
 

I have to learn more about the group so if you kindly provide 
me some more information about your group I will be glad to 

go over and let you know about my decision. Thank you. 
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CITY OF KITCHENER 
(Mayor, Ward 1, Ward 2, Ward 3, Ward 4, Ward 5, Ward 6, Ward 7, Ward 8, Ward 9, Ward 10)  
 

Candidate  

Do you support 
permanent 

resident voting in 
municipal 
elections? 

Comment—why do you agree/disagree with 
permanent resident voting in municipal 

elections? 

Briefly describe how you will support inclusion for 
diverse groups in Waterloo Region 

MAYOR 

Dan Glenn-Graham Yes 

It was allowed pre- 1988 and it serves to enhance democratic 
participation. 

 
 

Offer help to polls for those with disabilities and encourage 
voting in new citizens, have translator gadget on website to 

help those from different cultures. 
 

Peter Martin Yes 
Because everyone is entitled 

 

By giving a voice. I came to Canada from Ireland and have 
always felt included 

 

Slavko Miladinovic Yes 

If they are paying municipal taxes they should be allowed to 
vote and contribute to any campaign they desire.  If 

corporations in Ontario owned by non-Canadian citizens can 
contribute up $5000 in any given municipality than tax payers 

should be allowed, as well. 
 

I never knew diverse groups were excluded in Waterloo Region. 
 

James Rhodes Yes 

Coming from a tax perspective, the Canadian government has 
adopted the position that residency is more important than 
citizenship. This would be in contrast to the US perspective. 

While citizenship is a very important criterion to consider for 
inclusion on the right to vote, I believe that residency is the 

more appropriate test to be followed. Residency always 
implies a close connection with Canada and the region, which 

is not always necessarily true with citizenship. Further, I 
believe that if an individual is subject to taxation, they should 

be afforded the right to participate in who will represent 
them. Following on the theory of the Boston Tea Party, 

As part of my platform, I want to see more commitment by The 
City of Kitchener, as well as the regional municipality, to fund 
non-profit endeavors. From my experience one of the most 
important factors to support diversity comes through non-

profits and charities that have the experience to promote and 
enhance inclusion. I believe this to be especially true in respect 
of newcomers and immigrants. And a necessary step for us to 

support inclusion is through funding from all levels of 
government. 
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taxation without representation is not something our society 
should support. 

 

Berry Vrbanovic Yes 

I personally am supportive of moving in this direction.  As a 
mayoral candidate that was born overseas and came here as 
a child, I understand first-hand what it means to grow up in 
an immigrant family and work to become engaged in one's 
community.  While I believe that engaging new Canadians 
with voting in municipal elections is a direction to pursue, 

there are three things that must be considered as part of this 
initiative - 1. We need to engage all of Canadian society in this 

conversation so they understand why this is a positive 
direction; 2. We still need to encourage permanent residents 

to seek their Canadian citizenship as well; and 3. It’s 
important to not mix this issue up with voter turnout as to 
the best of my knowledge, there is nothing suggesting that 

permanent residents will vote in greater numbers than 
Canadian citizens and thus voter turnout will remain a 

separate issue that we must continue to tackle. 
 

I have a proven track record of working with diverse groups in 
Waterloo region that goes back to even before my election to 
City Council in 1994.  While this survey is primarily focused on 
immigrant issues, my engagement also involves working with 

those with accessibility issues as a member of GRAAC, to 
working with our LGBTQ community on issues such as a 

community flag pole. In terms of immigrant issues, I am a 
former board member of the KW Multicultural Centre and of 
the Queen Helena Canadian-Croatian Cultural group.  I have 
regularly attended and participated in events organized by 

various communities including ranging from our local Caribbean 
community to our Indian and Sri Lankan communities and from 

our Chinese community to our local Islamic cultures.  I also 
have extensive experience in the development work that the 

City of Kitchener and the Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
has done in the developing world. As Mayor, I would not only 
work to continue this engagement by reaching out into these 
various communities, but I would also work to engage them 

more into the activities of the City.  One way I would do this is 
to engage cultural community groups in quarterly or semi-

annual meetings with my office to address issues of concern.  I 
would also look to see how we could strengthen Kitchener's 
work with groups like the Immigration Partnership and other 

community partners working with new Canadians. 
 

WARD 1 

Scott Davey Undecided 

I'm open to discussing whether permanent residents should 
be permitted to vote in municipal elections, but don't have 

enough information to make a clear determination.  I would 
find it ideal if there was some form of indication of a 

prospective-voters intention to one day become a Canadian 

I've been a member of Kitchener's Safe + Healthy communities 
committee for many years.  A focus is precisely how to make 
our community more inclusive and we have just introduced a 

new grant for events/activities etc. with criteria stipulating 
inclusivity.  I will continue to work towards the breaking down 
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citizen. 
 

of social/cultural silos in similar ways.  Inclusivity is the key to 
belonging; and feeling that you belong to a community makes it 

healthy, safe and vibrant. 
 

Marcus Drasdo Yes 

I agree with permanent resident voting as municipal elections 
are the grassroots of democracy in Canada. The basic right to 
vote on issues that directly correlate to property taxes paid 
by these same permanent residents is something that I fully 

support. 
 

As a first generation Canadian I understand this issue first hand 
and will reach out to new residents to the city and country, and 

make sure they understand the amount of local resources 
available to them. 

 

WARD 2 

Dan Graham Yes  

As we are an inclusive society I believe that ALL permanent 
residents should be allowed to vote as they are in the country 

legally, they live, work and contribute to our society and 
under the Canadian Charter of Right they should be able to 

vote. 
 

As an immigrant myself, I know first hand the positive force 
that immigrants can be in our society.  I was involved with a 
group at St. Andrews Presbyterian Church years ago in help 

families for Vietnam settle in Kitchener.  I have always and will 
always stand up for the right ALL people no matter where they 

are from to be able to build a life in our area. 
 

Chris Letizi Yes 

Permanent residents reside in our municipalities side by side 
with Canadian Citizens.  Canadian Citizens that live in our 
region are most likely unaware if their neighbours hold a 

different status.  Permanent residents can be both property 
and business owners and they are subject to the same 

taxation as everyone else in the municipality.  There is no 
reason that they should be excluded from voting at a 

municipal level to prevent them in having a say regarding 
who represents them where they live and how their tax 

dollars are spent. 
 

Our municipality is very diverse and currently celebrates our 
diversity.  I would continue to encourage and support strategies 

and policies that include diverse groups while ensuring their 
voice is heard at council. 

 

Wasai Rahimi Yes 
The permanent residences of today will be citizens of 
tomorrow. Why we don't allow them to vote today? 

 

Being a diverse country is the beauty of Canada, therefore our 
communities must be inclusive, and everyone should find 

himself or herself in it. I am a strong supporter of inclusion and 
belonging, that is part of my campaign platform. 
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Dave Schnider Yes 

A permanent resident who pays taxes must have the right to 
vote and have a say in who represents them at all levels of 
government. Permanent residents contribute to their city, 
region, province and country and deserve the right to vote. 

 

If elected, I would vote yes to a motion supporting voting rights 
for permanent residents. I would voice my support for 

permanent resident voting to fellow councillors and to citizens 
through social media. 

 

Grayson Zeilstra Yes 

I look at it in simple terms in that they are a tax payer, but I 
prefer to say a customer.  If they contribute through property 
taxes, they are also benefitting from the services that the city 
and region provide through these funds. If they are a user of 

these services, the local government should value their input. 
I believe that if permanent residents were allowed to vote, 

we would see a higher voter turn out percentage. 
 

Our region benefits from a diverse population.  We see this 
through the many cultural events that take place throughout 
the year.  I see these events and festivals as an opportunity to 

become educated on cultures that I wouldn't otherwise be 
knowledgeable about.  In terms of our city, we should look to 
encourage more events and festivals that celebrate diversity 
and culture.  It is also important for the public to know that 

they are welcome to attend these events and celebrate 
alongside of their neighbours. 

 

WARD 3 

WARD 4 

Wayne Buchholtz Undecided 

I can understand why long term permanent residences should 
be allowed to vote, but based on this someone could achieve 
this status the day before the election and would have little 

understanding of what voting would entail. 
 

Inclusion is an important factor in my background as a Principal 
and a trustee. I would take every effort to ensure that all 

groups in my ward would be included and involved to the best 
of their ability in the election process. 

 

Yvonne Fernandes Yes 

After meeting with Desmond Cole I have a clear 
understanding of some of the challenges our permanent 

residents have in becoming Canadian citizens. I believe that if 
they have started the application process that they should be 
given the right to vote in a municipal or school board election 

 

Inclusion includes the ability to offer programs at our 
community centers that recognize the diversity of our city. It is 

foolish to offer belly dancing for example at a community 
center where the community may be mainly Muslim. We must 

be willing to provide opportunities for all of our citizens to 
participate at various levels in our city. I appreciate that we 

have a program of events called Tapestry which creates 
opportunities for education through various events about the 

different cultures within our Region. The events are open to the 
public and range anywhere from speakers, to music to dance to 
activities. All of these help bring awareness and hopefully more 

acceptance of the diverse cultures in our area. 
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WARD 5 

Kelly Galloway- Sealock Yes 

Permanent residents should be able to vote in municipal 
elections because they pay property taxes and should have a 
say on who represents them at council. They are a part of our 

community and as a member of council we represent all 
constituents’ voices. Permanent residents are a part of our 
community and by allowing them to vote I believe it would 

help them feel more a part of our community. 
 

Taking a proactive approach to encourage more diversity on the 
cities citizens advisory committees would help to engage a 

more diverse population. I would also continue to advocate for 
inclusion and adaptive services to assist all residents in being 

engaged in municipal issues. This can include but is not limited 
to; documents in many languages, having interpreters available 
when needed, reaching out to cultural groups when looking for 

community feedback and continue to partner with the 
multicultural and other groups. 

 

Mary Henein-Thorn Yes 

I am very happy that this question has been asked!  I believe 
that permanent residents contribute to our economy in the 
same way that Canadian Citizens do.  They purchase homes, 
own businesses, raise children within our community, shop, 

play and work the same as any other resident or citizen does.  
I believe that we are doing a disservice to our community by 
ignoring their voices and not taking in their views.  In a time 

that voter turn out is as low as it is, we should encourage not 
discourage people from voicing their important opinions. 

 

Constant reaching out to diverse groups, communication and 
open door policy is key to the success and health of any 
community.  As a child born to immigrant parents I fully 

understand the obstacles newcomers face when integrating 
into a new area.  This is one of the issues I am passionate about 
and as such, I have taken the initiative to meet with leaders of 

diverse groups.  The objective was and continues to be 
understanding what their needs are, how we can better build 

relationships and how to make the inclusion transition 
smoother. I have also served on the Belonging Pillar group 

through Immigration Partnership to encourage civic 
engagement amongst those who are new to Canada and the 

public at large.  This is a passion of mine and I intend to 
continue these initiatives to ensure that our region is home 

everyone. 
 

Lala Malik Yes 

Permanent residents are committed to be the citizens of this 
country. They are working in different fields in different 
capacities and are paying taxes. As long as they are law 

abiding citizens, they must have a right to vote and chose a 
person they believe in to represent them in local 

government. Just like people who are engaged to be married 

I believe in talking to people and asking their opinions. Living in 
a multi-cultural society, I respect diversity and support their 
opinions. I want to be the voice to their opinions and include 

them in the decision making process. 
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plan together for their future and make decisions, permanent 
residents should be able to choose someone to represent 

them at the municipal level. 

WARD 6 

Steve Bongelli Yes 
It makes sense that a person with permanent resident status 

should be able to vote. 
 

I would encourage their voice be heard on issues regarding 
their city or ward that they reside in. 

 

Wanda Kampijan Yes 

Permanent residents are engaged in the community, they pay 
taxes and should have their voices heard. We talk constantly 
about voter apathy; this is a group who say they want to be 

part of the Canadian democratic process. I've met a few while 
canvassing who have expressed frustration at not being able 

to vote. That they have the right to all other benefits of 
Canada why not this too. 

 

I naturally support inclusion, I see people as people. Individuals 
or groups who may need a helping hand feeling that sense of 

belonging I would ask 'what can we do together to help you feel 
connected?’ Seeking out the champions of diverse communities 

to open the lines of communication, asking 'what are your 
needs and how can we address them?’ 

 

Verne Sawyer Yes 

I feel if you have been given permanent status then you 
certainly must qualify to vote. It may sound a little simple but 

if you pay taxes then you should have some say on WHO is 
going to spend them. 

 

 

WARD 7 

Harald Drewitz Yes 

As you are already a permanent resident, you can take part in 
what the City and your Neighbourhood Community has to 

offer.  You also need to adhere to the bylaws of the 
municipalities.  Therefore, yes, you have your say and should 

also be allowed to vote. 
 

Being an immigrant myself, I know how my parents and later I, 
valued our ethic community taking me to various broader 

community activities. 
 

Bil Ioannidis Yes 

I feel it is important that all residents within a community feel 
represented. With some restrictions (depending on how long 
an individual has lived in a community need to be at least e.g. 

1-2 years) an individual should be able to vote municipally. 
The municipal level of government is the one level of 

government that has the most direct influence on a person’s 
life. You can own property, have a job and be a productive 

I have often encountered individuals while out campaigning last 
municipal election who could not vote. This included 

neighbours of mine who have been my neighbours for many 
years. They contribute to our community and pay taxes. Which 

is why this years campaigning I support City Vote to raise 
awareness of this issue. After all my parents were immigrants 

many years back and had no representation when they 
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person within a community but not be able to vote. That does 
not make sense. Kitchener is quickly becoming one of the top 

cities immigrants chose to live in Canada. 
 

immigrated from Greece. 
 

Fauzia Mazhar Yes 

I fully support the Compass Kitchener's recommendation to 
extend the voting rights to permanent residents (with a 

reasonable length of residency such as 3-4 years).  With the 
current changes in federal government policies, permanent 
residents may have to wait 6-8 years to get their citizenship.  

However, during this time, they are paying taxes and 
receiving services as everyone else.  It does make sense that 

they are allowed to fully participate in civic matters. 
 

1. I support the City's vision for Diversity-to be a community 
where all residents have equitable access to, and meaningful 

inclusion in the social, economic and cultural fabric of civic life.  
I will advocate for collecting baseline diversity and inclusion 
data (already an identified strategic direction in the 20 years 

plan) within the City of Kitchener and have it available for 
public information.  This baseline data is necessary to identify 

the gaps and limitations, strategize, and measure future 
progress. 2. I understand that the staff position 'Diversity and 

Inclusion Coordinator' was lost due to internal re-structuring.  I 
will support the reinstatement of this position. 3. I will support 

the establishment of a citizen's advisory committee on Diversity 
and Inclusion with a wide mandate to include all marginalized 

groups. 
 

WARD 8 

Eric Bohner Yes 

Permanent residents are a part of the community; people 
who have decided to give Canada a chance in making it their 
home.  It only makes sense that people who have taken the 
chance to committing their lives here should have some say 
in the development of the community.  Permanent residents 

are strong supporting members of our economy, such as 
business owners, and often have valuable insight into ways of 

improving and growing the municipality and/or region.  
Giving them a voice will better allow us to diversify and 

receive input from a variety of people. 
 

Regardless of whether or not landed immigrants with 
permanent resident status are allowed to vote, I am devoted to 

hearing the concerns, comments, and criticisms of all 
individuals within the region.  This of course includes people 

who are not able to vote but still have suggestions for changes 
that could or should be made. 

 

Zyg Janecki No 
To have the right vote in Canada is a privilege.  Even though 

landed immigrants may have been given certain social 
benefits, why should they also have to opportunity to vote?  

There are currently social agencies in Kitchener that provide 
assistance in blending into our society.  They're doing a good 

job. 
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Being a Canadian citizen is an honourable privilege and the 
ultimate acknowledgement of being a true Canadian.  Once 

granted the right to vote to landed immigrants, then 
importance of Canadian citizenship is totally diminished in 

value and the landed immigrant then won't care to get their 
citizenship and become a true Canadian. 

 

 

Margaret Johnston Yes 

I would support it particularly for local elections.  I would 
encourage people to become Citizens, and if I could do 

anything to help them with the process then would be happy 
to do so.  I strongly believe in cultural diversity and fully 
support language schools and heritage education, at the 

same time as I would support helping people who wish to 
become Canadians. 

 

As a Public School Board Trustee for the past four years, I have 
always supported all motions for equity and inclusion issues.  I 
have enjoyed the opportunity to further my own education by 

attending various cultural, religious and LGTBQ events as a 
Trustee and will continue to do that as a City Councillor. 

 

WARD 9 

Frank Etherington Yes 

I completely agree. Permanent residents are a vital part of 
our community, contributing taxes and a host of other 

positive attributes to our communities. It is grossly unfair 
they are not allowed to vote in municipal elections. 

 

I already worked hard to get community flags flown at city hall 
and Speakers Corner in the core to help mark festivals and 
celebrations organized by diverse groups. I also took the 

initiative at council during my past 4-year term to increase 
funding for Neruda and MT Space. I will always take every 

opportunity to make Kitchener a more inclusive and welcoming 
community for newcomers and diverse groups. 

Terry Ross Yes 

The majority of the people who come to Canada choose to do 
so because of are all inclusiveness. They come from areas 

where their voice is not heard or if it is, they have been 
persecuted for their beliefs. Canada is made up of many 
groups from all over the world and at one time, all were 

immigrants. They are just like the rest of us so they deserve 
the right to vote, where they live. My mother was a war bride 
from WWII and she voted at every level of government, so I 

do not see the difference. 
 

The process has already been started here in Kitchener by 
Compass Kitchener. We have resources with this group to move 

in the right direction and I support their vision and will assist 
them in this direction. 

 

Steve Strohack Yes With voter turnout in recent municipal elections being below I would support any motion towards making this a reality.  It 
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one third, it seems absurd that anyone who wishes to have 
their voice heard should be silenced.  Additionally, we are not 

talking about temporary foreign workers or students 
temporarily studying here.  Permanent residents pay taxes 
and are able to work, study and live anywhere in Canada as 

well as being afforded the protection of Canadian law as well 
as the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  Taxation without 

representation is simply unacceptable.  Furthermore, those 
who would suggest that citizenship is synonymous with 

voting rights would be incorrect as this is a relatively new 
concept.  In fact, local voting rights have only been tied to 

citizenship in Ontario since 1988. 
 

seems paramount that this be a dialogue that is opened with 
the Federation of Canadian Municipalities as well as the 

province.  Locally, Councillor Glenn-Graham, now running for 
mayor has been a huge supporter of this in the past, and there 
have been efforts by Compass Kitchener to make this a reality.  

Anything that I can do to continue this dialogue and process can 
only be beneficial to the City of Kitchener and the province as a 

whole. 
 

WARD 10 

James Howe Yes 

Municipal government is the level of government that most 
affects our day to day lives so people that are living long term 
in our community should be able to make their voices heard. 

 

I will continue with the type of activities I have engaged 
previously towards celebrating diversity and being inclusive. 
When working for Toronto's Daily Bread Food Bank, I lead an 

awareness campaign that too many immigrants needed to use 
food banks despite having underutilized education, skills and 

experiences that could enrich Canada. It also encouraged 
donations that reflected the cultural preferences of recipients. 

When working for the YMCAs of Cambridge & Kitchener-
Waterloo, I raised the profile of its Cross Cultural and 

Immigrant Services so that it could help settle and orientate 
more newcomers. 

 

Adam Kochanski Yes 

I came to this country from Europe as a refugee without 
citizenship of any kind in the mid nineteen eighties. If I were a 

permanent resident and for some bureaucratic or political 
reason did not become a citizen, I would like to be able to 
have the same rights as everyone else, including the right 

vote. 
 

As a member of a refugee family myself, I have experienced and 
am aware of the culture shock, language barriers, social 

exclusion, racism, bullying issues, various struggles and support 
full inclusion, equal opportunity, equal rights, equal treatment 

and welcoming of all groups into the region. 
 

Gabriele Korschewitz Undecided It is something that I would need to research more before More education to diverse groups around citizenship may help 
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being able to agree or disagree. in their decision process. 

Sarah Marsh Yes 

I support including permanent residents on the registered 
voters list because they make up a significant component of 
our society in Canada, and in Waterloo Region in particular. 

Permanent residents pay taxes and contribute to our 
community, and they should have the right to elect 

community leaders. 
 

As Ward 10 Councillor, I will advocate for increasing our staff 
time dedicated to connecting with diverse groups in the 
community. Kitchener staff currently participate in some 

committees, and outreach to specific community groups for 
resident input, but we can do better. In my role on Compass 
Kitchener, I supported our report to council which suggested 
the idea that we add permanent residents to the voters list. 

 

CITY OF WATERLOO 
(Mayor, Ward 1, Ward 2, Ward 3, Ward 4, Ward 5, Ward 6, Ward 7) 
 

Candidate 

Do you support 
permanent 

resident voting in 
municipal 
elections? 

Comment—why do you agree/disagree with 
permanent resident voting in municipal 

elections? 

Briefly describe how you will support inclusion for 
diverse groups in Waterloo Region 

MAYOR 

Dave Jaworsky 
 

Yes 

Extending the vote to permanent residents is the right thing 
to do, as it is consistent with the concept of belonging. 
Permanent residents pay taxes and contribute to their 

communities, yet they do not have a voice when it comes to 
municipal politics. Their community is their main tie to 

Canada.  Participating in local democracy will increase their 
sense of belonging in their community and their new country, 

which may increase the desire to pursue Canadian 
citizenship. I'm a strong believer in celebrating diversity and 

working hard to boost community participation. Allowing 
permanent residents to be part of the process is an important 

step toward building a community where citizens feel like 

Meaningful citizen engagement and neighbourhood 
partnerships must be cultivated.  As mayor, I plan to invite 

individuals, neighbourhood associations and groups to attend 
council meetings, in person, and to promote the live webcasts 

of all public council meetings at the City and Regional Level. 
Conversely, I also plan to attend their events and meetings so 

that they feel a personal connection.  As mayor, I will work with 
community agencies and council to continue to focus on 

belonging and leadership, as I do now through my Board service 
at the KW Community Foundation. Diversity needs to be 
understood and embraced at the city level and also the 

neighbourhood level. Increased awareness can be achieved 
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they belong. I want all of our residents to feel they are part of 
our city so they participate fully in all the wonderful things 

Waterloo has to offer. 
 

through increased support from the city, as well as personal 
leadership from the Mayor. There is no silver bullet answer, but 

as a start, I sincerely believe that awareness, leadership and 
neighbourhood partnerships are part of the solution. 

 

Rami Said Yes 

As municipal politics are the branch of government that work 
closest with their communities, I believe everyone in the 

community should have the right to vote. Municipal politics 
aren't about provincial or federal policies; they are about 

serving their local community and helping ensure the best for 
the people who live in it. At this level of government the 

politicians should be working closely with everyone in the 
community and protecting the common interests. Permanent 

residents should be treated no differently. They are local 
business owners, workers, parents and members of our 
community groups. They contribute no differently than 
anyone else in the community and should have an equal 

voice. 
 

As a growing community we attract many different and diverse 
people. In order to ensure our success we need to provide 

better services to help integrate them in our communities and 
help them grow both personally and as members of our society. 

I believe we need to help grow our programs and provide 
better information and more relatable resources in different 

languages. I also believe it is important for our local 
government to work with many of community groups and 

settlement workers to help communicate information 
throughout these groups. There is a great advantage in working 

with those already helping and working closely with these 
diverse groups and immigrants in our community and together I 

believe we can build a stronger and more progressive 
community that strives to be far more inclusive and supportive 

of all. 
 

Erika Traub 
 

No 

I support the status quo. The ability to affect political change 
through voting is a right that should remain with citizens of 

Canada. 
 

Canada is fundamentally inclusive. Waterloo Region should be 
proud of its record of inclusion of diverse groups. I hope to see 

that continue. 
 

WARD 1 

WARD 2 

Brian Bourke Yes 

The world is changing, and the old ideas of citizenship are 
changing as well.   While I would hope all people who choose 

Canada would pursue citizenship, permanent residents 
deserve the chance to vote 

 

Inclusion comes from reaching out from all levels.   From 
government agencies and operations ...especially to our 

neighbourhoods where we need to work to make newcomers 
feel more welcome. 

 

Helen Kaluzny Yes 
Permanent residents help create the landscape of our 

communities. We need to encourage all members of our 
The City of Waterloo does a good job supporting inclusion for 

diverse groups already, such as through our library services and 
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community to participate in local issues, whether it is through 
their work, volunteering, or becoming engaged politically. 

While I'm unsure whether this should carry over to the 
provincial or federal levels, certainly at the municipal level I 
feel that we need to be as inclusive as possible. Many of the 

services provided at the municipal level (library language and 
employment partnerships, social services, etc.) directly 

impact those who are new to the country; I firmly believe 
permanent residents should have a stronger voice in our 

community. This is also a practice that is carried on in other 
jurisdictions, including the UK and New Zealand. 

 

our local community supports. However, we can always strive 
to be better - and to think outside the box. I would be happy to 
support an issue such as the rights of permanent residents to 

vote at the municipal level through broader organizations such 
as the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM); only 

through broad-based support of this idea will we be able to 
achieve results. 

 

Janice Moore Yes 
If a person has chosen to live here in Waterloo, and make this 
their home, they should have a say in the running of the City. 

 

The region of Waterloo has created a Diversity and Inclusion 
Strategy and I would like to see the City of Waterloo adopt this 

policy. The policy speaks to breaking down barriers, and I 
believe that finances are often one of the biggest barriers. My 

passion is for Recreation in the city and in order to help all 
groups who may have financial difficulties, I plan on focusing on 
increased funding for recreation.  I will be a stanch supporter of 
the cash grants program, and want to see it increased. I will be 

looking to support increased dollars to this program and the 
neighbourhood matching program. I want to ensure that our 

neighbourhood associations have the funds and to support any 
diverse individuals in their neighbourhood.  I will be looking to 

increase the funding for direct funding for individuals who 
would like to participate in recreation and are challenged. 

 

Hardy Willms Yes 

If someone owns or rents a residence then they are paying 
property taxes and should be able to vote. Voter turnout is 

too low for municipal elections and anything to increase that 
should be looked at. 

 

I would vote for any motion to include permanent residents in 
municipal elections. 

 

WARD 3 

WARD 4 
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Diane Freeman Yes 

Municipal government serves all citizens living in a 
municipality through their work.  Municipal governments 
provide services related to fire rescue, property tax rates, 
economic growth, infrastructure, recreation and cultural 

services.  If you are a permanent resident directly affected by 
these services I believe you should have a democratic right, 

through voting, to have your voice heard. 

 

Over the past 8 years on Council I have routinely participated in 
meetings, forums and social media discussions with citizens 

from all backgrounds.  I make decisions based on what is best 
for all people not just those who can vote or who pay into the 
property tax base.  I believe in building community, a diverse, 
inclusive, community.  I routinely participate in programs at 
focus for ethic woman related to finding rewarding work in 

Waterloo Region. 

 

Rakesh Kapoor Yes 

I believe in the only difference between who are PR and 
Citizen is right to vote. But if you take a look they both plays 
the same roles contributing in communities, they both pay 
taxes, they both have the same status and priority getting 

jobs and laying off not that PR gets jobs after Citizens. They 
both gets the same level of benefits, they both will gets OAS 

Pension and CPP Benefits, Then why can't they Vote I can 
understand that when it time to elect MPs I can agree but for 
local and Provincial MPP all PR should be allotted to vote so 

that they also gets the same treatment and not kept 
separate. 

 

Should I sit around the table and run as councillor for City of 
Waterloo, I would for sure bring this matter on the table and 

will make all my efforts to at least convince the board and try to 
bring changes that PR should be voting for Local and Provincial 

Govt. Because PR lives and contributes almost 99% same as 
Citizens The difference only is badge of Citizen. I am not 

pursuing to change the Citizenship and Immigration Law here 
but I believe weight in my talk and request for changes. Thank 

Advance Now and Make Changes 
 

Clive Smith 
Yes 

 

Individuals that permanent resident are productive 
members of our community paying taxes and should 

have the right to vote at the municipal level. 
 

I have volunteered with a number of organizations with a 
clear mission of building a stronger community through 
inclusion. I have worked on a number of funding models 

that have permitted new citizens the opportunity to 
participate in sports and social activities. By engaging the 
youth in our community we allow greater interaction of 

adults. 
WARD 5 

Mark Whaley Yes 

It has been proven time and again that those who vote are 
more likely to be involved citizens.  Permanent residents 

should have the right to be included in decisions about the 
community they choose to call home. 

I would be prepared to work with groups like City Vote, to 
move their agenda forward in Waterloo. 
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WARD 6 

Jeff Henry No 

Voting is one of the fundamental privileges of citizenship. 
More than 85% of foreign born residents in Canada who are 
eligible seek and receive citizenship, among the highest rates 

in the western world and almost double the rate in the US. 
This means we do not have the permanent underclass that 

many other countries have, making permanent resident 
voting a far lower priority. My priorities would include 

reducing the barriers to settlement and employment.  As an 
elected official, I do not see citizenship status as a barrier for 
me to represent the concerns of residents of my ward or my 
city. In fact, I welcome it with each and every email, phone 

call, or conversation at a door. And given the citizenship 
attainment rate, political leaders ignore permanent residents 

at their future political peril. 
 

I am proud that our new Culture Plan engaged aboriginal, 
ethnic, and other minority groups through its development, and 

that it places a focus on broader connections, support, and 
understanding through cultural activities. Doing the hard 

implementation work will be a key priority of my next four 
years. I believe that one of the best predictor of future action is 

past action. Looking back over the last four years, I attended 
the early meetings of the forerunner to Immigration 

Partnership and participated in more recent conversations on 
settlement and belonging. I have personally met with staff at St. 

Paul's University College to discuss city engagement and 
support in their annual pow-wow. I attended our first 

multicultural festival at the Harper branch last year and I am 
currently investigating another new event with a local 
proponent for our southeast Asian community. I have 

enthusiastically supported our rainbow community at key 
events, including their opening and anniversary of their 

community space in Waterloo. I supported the long overdue 
website redesign that, among other improvements, meets 

accessibility standards and received positive feedback from the 
Grand River Accessibility Advisory Committee where I served as 

liaise. I have been a fixture at local women's day events and 
value immensely the privilege of serving on a majority-female 
council. I was pleased to support our first skateboard park as 
well as investigating how to provide small-scale infrastructure 
for youth-oriented action-sports in neighbourhoods. I am also 
impressed by the work of the Kitchener Youth Action Council 
and would look to see what more we can do to engage our 
youth in the work of local government beyond 'Mayor for a 
Day'. Newcomers have always been critical to the success of 

Waterloo, and never has that been more important than today 
when our competition and our opportunities are global. 
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WARD 7 

 

TOWNSHIP OF NORTH DUMFRIES  
(Mayor, Ward 1, Ward 2, Ward 3, Ward 4)  
 

Candidate 

Do you support 
permanent 

resident voting in 
municipal 
elections? 

Comment—why do you agree/disagree with 
permanent resident voting in municipal 

elections? 

Briefly describe how you will support inclusion for 
diverse groups in Waterloo Region 

MAYOR 

Susan Foxton  Yes 

I cannot image the courage it would take to leave my home 
and start new in another country.  The willingness to commit 

to a different way of life, the drive to work and establish 
yourself and connect with and be a part of a new world 

would require tremendous strength and courage and energy.  
Can you image seeing Canada through new eyes, all we have 

to offer, it must be an amazing and overwhelming 
experience.  I live and work with several permanent residents 
and when they speak of Canada, of being here they light up.  I 
wish we could all have a little more of that amazement when 

the word Canada is mentioned. 

 

I am unsure at this time what I can do except I will be open to 
the possibilities. I will listen and learn and strive to do what I 

can. 

 

WARD 1 

WARD 2 

John Berge Yes 

Yes, I would be in support of permanent resident voting in 
municipal elections.  If the government of Canada has given 
them this status, then I see no reason why they should not 
have a vote in the municipality they are living.  If they are a 

living as a part of the community, their opinions and 

The word inclusion says it all.  Including these residents in 
community events (sports, dances, music, etc.)is one way to 

make them feel comfortable in their surroundings. By 
welcoming them to their new community but still giving them 

the opportunity to express their own culture would be 
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suggestions should be counted through the voting process. 
 

something I would support. 
 

WARD 3 

WARD 4 

 

TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY 
(Mayor, Ward 1, Ward 2, Ward 3, Ward 4) 
 

Candidate 

Do you support 
permanent 

resident voting in 
municipal 
elections? 

Comment—why do you agree/disagree with 
permanent resident voting in municipal 

elections? 

Briefly describe how you will support inclusion for 
diverse groups in Waterloo Region 

MAYOR 

Paul Hergott 
 

Yes 
They are part of the community and pay taxes there 

 

I will listen to their needs and discuss them openly with the 
community 

 

Joe Nowak 
 

Yes 
I believe that anyone who is contributing financially (taxes) 

should have a say on how there tax dollars are spent. 
 

Not sure at this point 
 

WARD 1 

WARD 2 

WARD 3 

Peter Van Der Maas Yes 

A major concern in municipal politics is the engagement of 
constituents in the process.  Immigrants, who form the 

largest part of permanent residents, are generally eager to 
participate in the society they have chosen to join.  They will 
make informed and honest selections more frequently than 

native citizens. 

 

I would support social programs that encourage active citizen 
participation through education and family support; e.g., 

subsidized day-care. 
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WARD 4 

Andrew Epp Yes 
Permanent residents are an important part of our community 

and ought to be recognized and represented. 
 

At the Councillor level I believe that the needs of all residents 
(CDN citizens, permanent residents, landed immigrants) need 

to be considered in all decisions 
 

 

TOWNSHIP OF WILMOT 
(Mayor, Ward 1, Ward 2, Ward 3, Ward 4)  
 

Candidate 

Do you support 
permanent 

resident voting in 
municipal 
elections? 

Comment—why do you agree/disagree with 
permanent resident voting in municipal 

elections? 

Briefly describe how you will support inclusion for 
diverse groups in Waterloo Region 

MAYOR 
WARD 1 

WARD 2 

Cheryl Gordijk Yes 

I believe it would lead to better community involvement.  If 
our permanent residents felt they had a voice, perhaps we'd 

have more voter participation as well as community 
involvement. 

 

As this is my first time in the political ring, I would like to 
discuss this matter with our community support organizations 

to find out what needs have been identified and work.  In 
Wilmot I would work with our Wilmot Family Resource Centre 
to identify specific issues and offer my support as best of my 

abilities. 
 

WARD 3 

WARD 4 
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TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH 
(Mayor, Ward 1, Ward 2, Ward 3)  
 

Candidate 

Do you support 
permanent 

resident voting in 
municipal 
elections? 

Comment—why do you agree/disagree with 
permanent resident voting in municipal 

elections? 

Briefly describe how you will support inclusion for 
diverse groups in Waterloo Region 

MAYOR 
WARD 1 

WARD 2 

WARD 3 

 
School Board Trustee Candidates 

WATERLOO REGION DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD  

(Cambridge, Kitchener, Waterloo) 

Candidate Do you support 
permanent resident 
voting in municipal 

elections? 

Comment—why do you agree/disagree with 
permanent resident voting in municipal elections? 

Briefly describe how you will support inclusion for 
diverse groups in Waterloo Region 

CAMBRIDGE 

Andrea Mitchell Yes 

 
More commitment will be given to our community. 

Fosters a feeling of being accepted. 
 

The Waterloo Region District School Board has been very 
active in providing supports for our diverse student 

population. Making sure that all cultures are recognized 
and treated with respect. We encourage these students to 

take leadership rolls in our schools. 
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John Dideczek No 

 
Permanent residents are not citizens of this country thus 
have not earned the right to vote. The privilege of voting 

comes with being a Canadian citizen. 
 

I would encourage diverse groups to interact at as many 
functions that are offered in Waterloo {e.g. community 

activities} and to learn the language of this country which 
is English and French as soon as possible. Should there be 
other problems such as harassment and discrimination, I 

would strongly oppose what every the issues by 
supporting the diverse groups by finding why such 
negative issues are arising and addressing them. 

 
 
 

KITCHENER 

Mikael Beijbom Yes 

Permanent residents contribute to our society and 
should have a say in the decisions made that affect the 

municipality they live in. 
 

In the school system, I think it is important to recognize 
our immigrant populations and how they contribute to 
making our municipality a better place to live in.  Also 

would encourage immigrants to become more involved in 
the school(s) their children attend 

 
 

Matthew Ichim Yes 

 
I think allowing permanent residents to vote helps 

facilitate the integration of new immigrants in Canadian 
society by allowing them a voice. 

 

I will ensure that if Elected as Kitchener Public School 
Trustee that the needs of diverse groups are effectively 

represented. 
 

Ted Martin Yes 

I support permanent resident voting because, not only 
do I think it a matter of fairness to those who have 

committed to living in Canada by seeking permanent 
residency, I also believe that diversity strengthens our 

democracy, our community and our schools. 
 

I will continue to strive to transform the Board's hiring 
policies, so that our staff reflects the diversity of our 

students. I will continue to support programs that teach 
multiculturalism, work to eliminate prejudice and bullying, 

and encourage acceptance of all members of our 
community as equals. 
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Fiona McAlister Undecided 

To be honest, it isn't something I had given a lot of 
thought to before being asked.  Speaking from personal 

experience I can say that the main reason I became a 
Canadian citizen was so that I could vote.  Back then 

Permanent Residents (or Landed Immigrants as we were 
called at the time) had pretty much the same rights and 

responsibilities as a Citizen (much like they do now) 
except for the voting (and the passport).  I can't imagine 

I would have gone through the hassle and expense of 
becoming a citizen (and it is a hassle, it takes months 

and multiple visits and interviews and tests and 
seemingly endless forms) if it would have made no 

difference at all.  I might have, I am pretty proud to be a 
Canadian but seriously, after trip number 723 

(approximately) to the citizenship office I might have 
thrown in the towel if there was no tangible reward to 

doing it.  And keep in mind I was doing all of this when I 
was 18 and footloose and fancy free.  If I had to do all of 
that while carting around small children or had to miss 

work to do it - I'd have bailed on the process without the 
reward of being able to vote.  Having said all of that, I do 
wish that New Canadians could participate more fully in 

the government and have their voices heard and 
concerns addressed.  I know many candidates don't 

even bother going to neighbourhoods where the 
majority of people are New Canadians because they 
can't vote anyway which means their concerns are 

seldom heard.  Basically, I don't have the answer but I 
am happy to hear from people who know more about 

the issue than I do. 
 

I will make myself available to anyone who has concerns 
that need to be addressed by the School Board Trustees.  
If I need to find someone to translate in order to better 

understand the issue(s) being faced by a parent or 
students then I will do that.  I would also like to see more 
school board materials being translated so that parents 

who struggle with English can be more informed.  
Obviously, I understand that every single thing can't be 
translated into every language but the most important 

documents can be translated into the languages that are 
most needed.  I will also talk to as many parents as 

possible, including the ones who can't (or don't!) vote for 
me. 
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Douglas McKlusky Yes 

I agree with permanent resident voting in municipal 
elections since they are residents in our city and we 

should be engaging them.  We need to build bridges to 
inclusion, and permanent resident voting is one way to 

engage this group that is so often not included. 
 

A vice chair of the City of Kitchener Safe and Healthy 
Communities Advisory Committee I am committed to 

building bridges to inclusion.  This is a major part of the 
terms of reference for this committee.  I volunteer 

extensively, and as a board member of the Forest Heights 
Community Association am working to promote outreach 
opportunities within our multicultural community.  As a 

school board trustee I would continue to promote 
inclusion of diverse groups in Waterloo Region, and word 

be a strong support of the existing board policies and 
initiatives that support inclusion for all in our diverse 

public education system. 
 

Joyce Palubiski Undecided 

Many new families are responsible, contributing 
members of their respected communities within the 
Region of Waterloo and the City of Kitchener.   With 
voting being a very important and valued aspect of 

democracy it is a special privilege to vote.   If a vote is 
granted I firmly believe that all aspects of voting should 
be available not just that you have become a member of 

one particular community.  (i.e. voting re municipal, 
provincial and federal)  Therefore the very small 

minority of persons who have become permanent 
residents and taken the route of terrorism or continued 
thoughts about harming others need to be addressed by 
more security and understanding before giving away this 

freedom that is a very respected part of Canadian 
Citizenship. 

 

I have always supported inclusion of diverse groups for 
many years especially the refugees and immigrants that 

have located in our community.   As a past school 
professional teaching in our school system my main focus 
was to have students understand and accept diversity and 

the many positives newcomers can bring to our 
understanding and enriching our awareness of world 
issues and respect for their personal beliefs.  These 

newcomers bring ideas, understandings or a new way to 
look at issue and this enhances the living and awareness 
of those who differ in personal beliefs, and look at issues 

from a very different baseline. 
 

Kathi Smith Yes 
I believe that the decisions made at the School Boards, 

Region and Municipality make a huge impact on our 
I sit on the Equity and Inclusion committee for the 

Waterloo Region District School Board.  I have a long 
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Permanent Residents and yet they have no input to 
those decisions.  Many of our permanent residents value 
the right to vote far more and are more educated about 

the issues. 
 

history of supporting inclusion for our Diverse population.  
I initiated the process of changing our hiring practices so 

that our community is more equitably reflected within our 
system. I want all children to see themselves reflected in 

positions at all levels within the WRDSB. 
 

Natalie Waddell Yes 

At the very root level, permanent residents are 
consumers of government services and are contributors 
to the 'system' through payment of taxes. It is only right 
that they should have an opportunity to participate in 

the democratic process of selecting their 
representatives. 

 

As a trustee I would support and contribute to the efforts 
of the Equity and Inclusion Advisory Group, which has a 
mandate, is to provide informed advice and guidance in 

developing inclusive policies and procedures. Personally I 
would like to see the membership of this committee be 

transparently reviewed on a routine basis in order to 
ensure that the diverse groups of Waterloo Region are 

continuously represented. 
 

WATERLOO 

Carol Millar Yes 

 
I believe that permanent residents should vote in the 

municipal elections.  This group already pays local taxes 
and use local services.  They should have some say in the 

decision making that goes along with this - active 
participation that includes voting.  If they have children 

who attend school they should be involved in the 
governance of the school board.  It can take years for 

permanent residents to become Canadian citizens and 
with elections being every 4 years they may not be able 
to vote for many years.   School Trustees are responsible 
for the well being and education of ALL students - their 
parents should be allowed to vote for these trustees. 

 

I would support the WRDSB current partnerships with 
community groups including the Welcome Centre that 

provides assessment in English Literacy and Math to help 
ensure appropriate programming for immigrant and 

refugee students as they start school.  Key partnerships 
with other community partners should be further 

explored. I also would encourage equity and diversity 
teacher training and support. The WRDSB offers 

instruction in 27 different languages at different sites on 
Saturday mornings - this should also be continued. I would 
encourage schools to undertake initiatives to promote an 

appreciation of and respect for all through inclusive 
learning materials. Create opportunities for 
parent/guardian involvement is key as well 
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WATERLOO CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD  

(Cambridge, Kitchener, Waterloo) 

Candidate Do you support 
permanent resident 
voting in municipal 

elections? 

Comment—why do you agree/disagree with 
permanent resident voting in municipal elections? 

Briefly describe how you will support inclusion for 
diverse groups in Waterloo Region 

CAMBRIDGE 

Bill Conway Yes 

Permanent residents are contributing to our 
municipalities in the same way Canadian Citizens are so 

they should take part in deciding how our municipal 
government is formed 

 

The best decisions are made when those decisions come 
from a diverse group of opinions 

 
  

Manuel Da Silva Yes 

  
I would support permanent resident voting in municipal 
elections because I believe we need a larger population 
exercising the right to vote.  People should be involved 
and have a say on various issues in their community.  
Allowing permanent residents to vote may result in 
greater participation/involvement in community 
issues/events and greater interest in becoming a 
Canadian Citizen.  I immigrated to Canada as a child and 
lived in Canada for twenty years before becoming a 
Canadian Citizen.  My involvement in my community 
had an impact on my decision to become a Canadian 
Citizen. 
 

I would strongly support and encourage inclusion for 
diverse groups in Waterloo Region through whatever 

avenues possible.  I am and have been a firm believer that 
one of the best ways to get to know your community is to 

get involved.  Allowing diverse groups to contribute in 
conversation brings much needed differing viewpoints and 

ideas. 
 

KITCHENER 

Amy Fee Yes 
  
As permanent residents of Canada, these parents are 
already paying taxes and receiving health care coverage.  

WCDSB Trustees have already taken great steps in 
reaching out to the LGBTQ community and I would like to 
see that continue.  Trustees can build on those efforts to 
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They're residents and participants of the community just 
as much as anyone else and deserve to have a voice at 
the WCDSB. 
 

reach out students and families from all backgrounds. The 
provincially mandated International Languages School at 
St. Louis Continuing Education Centre is a great program 
for children hoping to learn a new language at no cost to 
them.  It enables them to communicate in widely-spoken 

languages they might not otherwise be exposed to in a 
regular classroom, plus helps them to understand and 

appreciate the associated cultures and customs. 
 

Frank Johnson Yes 

I agree that they should have the right to vote since they 
pay taxes and participate in the civic life of the region 
and make valuable contributions to the area. I wish your 
question 6 would have included school trustee. I am 
feeling left out. 
 

The issue of permanent residency or immigration is not 
something regularly discussed at school board tables as 
this is a federal area of responsibility. However, I have 
supported inclusion of students and staff who identify 
LGBTQ and put forward a motion to allow the teacher 
union to support their LGBTQ staff in their own way. I 
have also supported the creation of support groups/clubs 
for students who identify LGBTQ. 
 

Anthony Piscitelli Yes 

I support permanent residents participating in elections 
for School Board Trustees. Many permanent residents 
send their children to our local schools and I believe 
these families should have a direct say in how our local 
education system operates. Building a vibrant Waterloo 
Catholic District School Board can only benefit from the 
voice, and vote, of permanent residents invested in the 
success of our students.  
 

During my first term as a school Board Trustee I have 
primarily focused upon supporting LGBTQ youth in our 
system and students with special needs. I supported Gay 
Straight Alliances as a means to assist LGBTQ youth, I was 
also instrumental in passing a motion expressing support 
for our teachers and support staff members efforts to 
support LGBTQ youth.  
 
In addition, I successfully protected funding for Special 
Education saving a number of positions through an 
amendment to the first budget. If elected to a second 
term as a Trustee with the Waterloo Catholic District 
School Board I will continue to encourage the board to 
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take steps to create a supportive environment for people 
from diverse backgrounds.  

 

WATERLOO 

Janek Jagiellowicz Yes 

Permanent Residents send their children to the Catholic 
schools and therefore they should have a direct say [via 

their elected Trustee] on how the school system is 
managed. 

 

Myself and my fellow Trustee Anthony Piscitelli were the 
Trustees who advocated and encouraged GSA's in the 
school system. We took a great deal of abuse from the 
public for our stand and were not overtly supported by 

the other Trustees. We took this stand because it was the 
right thing to do as a Catholic. Moving forward I plan to 

introduce a policy change that will enable all of our LGTBQ 
staff to come out freely within the system. Right now we 

are not truly inclusive and we MUST strive to make all 
LGBTQ staff feel welcome. Special Education is also 

another vital area of importance for me. I will champion 
partnerships and support for all within our system to 
make sure that no one is left behind and everyone is 

equal. 
 

Melanie Van Alphen Undecided 
Undecided 

 

All groups should be welcomed and accepted into the 
Catholic schools. We are not to judge or discriminate 

against others, it is important to accept all. We ensure this 
happens by having a variety of groups and clubs within 

our schools so that everyone feels welcome and included. 
 

 

 


